
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village hall on Monday 28th February 2011 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Griffiths (Vice-chairman), R Abbiss, M Shineton,
D Newsham, D Walsh, A Parsons.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 2

0.
Parishioners time:

Chairman welcomed parishioners to the meeting.

Mr Simmonds from The Bull Ring, Stottesdon attended the meeting to bring to the attention of the Parish Council his dissatisfaction regarding the granting of planning permission for the new shed at The Manor. Photographs had been supplied to the Clerk showing the shed from the Bull Ring.

Mr Simmonds pointed out that in his opinion this shed is 9½ times bigger than the original structure and feels that this is an eyesore right in the middle of the village, which is a Conservation Area.
Chairman pointed out that the Parish Council are only consultees and that the final decision is Shropshire Councils.

Clerk read out the conditions on the planning permission which is that green mineral felt should be used on the roof – Mr Simmonds disputes that this has been used. The shed is to be painted in a light brown colour and it is understood that the owner will be planting some shrubs/trees between the shed and the wall but as yet has not decided what this will be. Chairman pointed out that the felt will ‘tone down’ in time.

Cllr Shineton had contacted Mr Simmonds and the Planning Department who have promised to investigate and make sure that this is built according to the plans. Mr Simmonds asked that the Planning Officers look at the shed from the Bull Ring end and not from the Manor end.

Chairman pointed out that the PC had no power to do anything else and asked that this be left to Cllr Shineton to deal with through the Planning Dept.

Mr Simmonds confirmed that he was prepared to leave it at the moment but asked to be kept informed of the position.

Chairman thanked Mr Simmonds for attending the meeting.

Mr Hetherington also attended the meeting to explain to Councillors his retrospective planning application at Bagginswood. He explained that when he had bought the filed field the ditches were overgrown and fences were broken down. The field will be used to store machinery and that he has already created a new access, cleared the ditches and cut back trees and the problem with the road flooding in this area should now have been solved. Further tree planting is planned.

Chairman thanked Mr Hetherington for attending the meeting.

Meeting commenced at 7.50pm.

01.
Apologies for absence:

Cllrs H Barrett (Business trip), S Home (family), J Davies (late). RESOLVED to accept apologies.
02.
Declaration of interests:
Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest in item 7b Parish Watch as co-ordinator.
Cllr Abbiss declared personal interest in item 12 ALC report as Chairman of ALC.

Cllr Newsham declared a personal interest in item 6 Crucial Crew as her son will be included in this event.
03.
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on January 10th 2011:

It was RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted as a true record and Chairman signed the minutes.

04.
Matters arising from minutes:

a) Clerk’s report:

Northwood Lane sign:

These have now been erected and Sarah and Matt Home thank the PC for their support in obtaining these.

The suppliers were very helpful and rang to say that the sign had been dispatched. Concern has been expressed regarding the positioning of the sign at the Riddings Lane end and also the height at the other end of the lane. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to SC and asks that they look at the signs and give their advice.

Laptops:

I have the 2 laptops and will let the Playgroup have one and retain the other for PC use. This should now finalise the Broadplace issue.

Glebe Drive:

Glebe Drive is to be resurfaced this year and Graham Downes has queried whether the PC wish the new parking bays and the original parking bays resurfaced. White lines will be replaced if work is carried out.

Cllrs felt that there are more important works needed in the Parish but Clerk pointed out that this is in the programme of works. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write back and confirm that the new parking bays and parking area at the rear of 19 Glebe Drive is not re-surfaced as this is fairly new tarmac.

Cllr Abbiss also pointed out that tree roots are also lifting the footpath outside 13/14 Glebe Drive and should be reported at the same time.

Funding request:

Rev Resch has asked if the PC had any money to purchase bunting for the Royal Wedding, which could then be used for the Jubilee celebrations or perhaps fund the hire of portable toilets for this event. I have made enquiries regarding price – just in case a decision is made to support this request.

After discussions it was RESOLVED that this request should not be supported due to limited funds available and also the possibility that this event may not go ahead in the village.

Noticeboard:

I had a look at this board last week and I think that it is in need of staining/painting/varnishing. Could we perhaps ask Willowdene to do this at a suitable time or does anyone want to take on this task if the PC provides the materials?

After discussions it was agreed that the Chairman will look at this but if Willowdene are asked to carry out this work then the PC will pay separately not through the Lengthsman Scheme money.

b) Jubilee celebration feedback:
Clerk confirmed that letters were sent out to all groups in the community and to date has 5 definite responses of attendees. Rays Farm have also sent a family pass to be used as a raffle prize or whatever the PC choose. Agreed that the Clerk keep the voucher until required.

c) Any other matters arising:

Cllr Abbiss queried the website policy – Clerk confirmed this was a separate agenda item.

05.
Planning applications:

a) To confirm applications dealt with since last meeting:

1. To fell 1 Norway Spruce and prune lower branches and selectively reduce width of 1 Oak tree within Conservation Area – 18 Glebe Drive, Stottesdon.

This had been approved and the trees have now been removed/pruned.

2. Alterations to and upgrade of a group of timber panels affected Grade II Listed Building – The Cottage, Lower Chorley Farm, Chorley.

This was considered preventative maintenance and was supported by Councillors.

b) application under Section 73a Town & Country Planning Act for change of use from equestrian purposes to agricultural contractors storage (B8) and alterations to existing site access (retrospective) – land adjacent Crown Cottages, Bagginswood.

After discussions it was RESOLVED to support this application as the new access is much safer and that the planting scheme already taken place and that proposed gives adequate screening.
c) Erection of an agricultural building for the storage of grain – Upper Bardley, Stottesdon.  Clerk confirmed that this was for ‘information only’ as this is permitted development.

d) Any others received after issue of the agenda:

No further applications received.

e) Planning permissions granted:

Chorley Hall barn conversions.

Porch at Midwinters.

It was also queried whether Clerk had received any feedback from SC regarding the School Shed. This had been reported but Clerk had received nothing back but understood that the Enforcement Officer has been off sick for a while.

Shropshire Cllr Shineton confirmed that Planning Enforcement is in progress for The Firs, Chorley; Harcourt View, Chorley; Springacre, Chorley (clearance of site) and also Dessert Woods, Billingsley.

06.
Correspondence:

SC – Local Council Involvement in Minor Highway and Environmental Maintenance contract – RESOLVED to continue with this scheme.   Clerk will complete form and return to SC.

Receipt re: Northwood Lane sign – RESOLVED that this expenditure be confirmed.

WM Ambulance Service acknowledgement letter

Emails forwarded to Councillors since last meeting:

James Dean Pottery leaflet – Royal Wedding commemorative mugs – Clerk asked to put card on notice board for parishioner’s to purchase direct.

Crucial Crew funding request – RESOLVED to ask Charity Trustees to pay this account but the PC will make up any shortfall. (Cllr Newsham declared personal interest in this item as her son will be involved in the event).
Bank statement – initialled by Chairman.

Shrewsbury Park and Ride – noted receipt.

Rural Watch newsletter

Reply from SC re: gritting Stottesdon/Cleobury North road

  “         “      “   re: parish problems reported from last meeting. It is understood from local press that the Government are to put in extra money for road repairs.
SC – Dog Control Orders – information passed for consideration and action

Weekly Planning lists

Flood forum Update meeting – info

ALC – Cancellation of Retirement Process and the removal of default retirement age

Rural Services Network newsletter

ALC – ICT and future provision – this has caused a lot of criticism as Parish and Town Councils had set their precepts before receiving notification of this being withdrawn.  It is now understood that this is in ‘abeyance’.
ALC – Consultations – Inspector’s reports to documents.
SC – Highways reporting matters – Clerk once again expressed concern that this new scheme to email ‘Bridgnorth Highways’ is not very convenient as emails are received from Officers at Bridgnorth asking for a reply so Clerk will automatically click ‘reply’ which then goes to the incorrect email address. Cllr Shineton will make some enquiries.
SC – parish problems

SC – speed limit costs for Chorley and Sidbury

Tourism in the Shropshire Hills and Ludlow

ALC – Buckingham Palace Garden Party 19/7/11 – Chairman nominated.
Zurich Insurance quotation request – Clerk will obtain quotation.
Sustainable Communities Act

TCPA Neighbourhood Planning conference – 29/3/11 – London – No interest shown.
Crime in your Area – www.police.uk
ALC – On site training – The importance of training once again pointed out to Cllrs.
ALC – Proposed changes to the organisation and funding of schools – Proposal appears to be 3 schools with 1 Governing Body.
SC – Hardwick Bridge damage –Bridge made safe following damage caused by lorry.
ALC – Case studies – Not sure whether our car parking project could be included. Will ask ALC.
SC – Tractor run – 15/5/11 – noted, clerk will put poster on board nearer the time.
ALC – Info from NALC – ‘What’s Localism’ and NALC launches new good practice materials

SC – Street Party process details

Jane Gibson - Ofcam  (re: broadband)-very long document!!
SC – Flood Monitor scheme – Chairman asked Clerk to forward email to him.
Iain Duncan Smith – Our welfare reforms will make work pay

ALC – Parish Councils PAYE – Noted receipt.
ALC – Transparency Consultation – noted receipt.
ALC – Byelaws - noted receipt.
07.
Parish matters/problems:

a) Parish problems:

Potholes  and road edge damage – Walton Bank/Bagginswood road.

Road breaking up outside Dr’s Surgery.

Concrete reinforcement ‘moved’ on the Harcourt road and also at the Ford.

Hedge cuttings filling ditches.

Drain bubbling below Fighting Cocks due to mud caused by the Hunt on Saturday – verges also churned up.

Road breaking up at Brooksmeeting Bridge and up the bank towards Chorley from the bridge.

Horse riders riding over land which is not a BW – an item will be put in the next newsletter regarding this.

Riddings Lane/Northwood Lane/Midwinters bend – potholes.

The use of the new shed at Bagginswood was queried as the permission does not include livery but it is felt that this could be being used for horses. Cllr Shineton confirmed that she had looked into this matter and it has been confirmed that the field is being used for equestrian but not the barn. The owners are aware that a change of use to livery will have to be applied for.

Hedge at Honeysuckle has been topped but not sided – Chairman agreed to have a look and speak to the owner.

Clerk had received an email from a parishioner complaining about mud on the roads especially at The Bold. Clerk will report this to Mrs Reynolds – Aston Botterell  PC.

b) Parish Watch:

Chairman confirmed that there have been 11 incidents in the Parish since the last meeting and the matter was raised with the Police at the LJC meeting as the Police are not giving any feedback.

Cllr Abbiss pointed out that Cllrs are not getting feedback from the co-ordinator regarding incidents reported.

08.
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments:

Clerk’s salary - £xxx

Clerk’s expenses - £92.28 + £20 for £1 coins for heating = £112.28

Parish On-line renewal - £10

Newsletter printing - £25

RESOLVED to pay these accounts.

b) Income since last meeting:
79p interest

c) Asset Register:

Clerk circulated a copy of this to Councillors. All agreed – Chairman and Clerk signed document.

09.
Website Policy:

Cllr Davies had drawn up a short document – this will be emailed to all Councillors for consideration at the next meeting.

10.
Road name signs:

Cllr Abbiss confirmed that it has been thought for a long time that roads should be marked.

After discussions it was agreed that not all roads/lanes can be marked but suggested that The Square/High Street/Station Road could be dealt with on a roll out yearly scheme. Costing/style etc will have to be looked into.

11.
The Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge:

Clerk had forwarded an email to all councillors regarding this and a suggestion of the School playing field and Churchyard had been made.  As the PC does not own either site the clerk was asked to forward the email to the School and Rev Resch for their consideration.

12.
ALC report:
Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest as ALC Chairman.
Cllr Abbiss reported that the Area meeting is tomorrow night at Bridgnorth where there will be speakers from the Hospital and Ambulance Service.

Chairman and Secretaries of all Area Committees attended a meeting last week at Shirehall which was quite productive.

A start has been made on visioning the Association/streamlining the constitution and there will also be a change in how members are nominated to the Executive Committee.
13.
Shropshire Councillor’s report:

S. Cllr Shineton reported the following:

· Change of time for mobile library at Chorley – 3.30pm-4.15pm – Clerk will put this information in next newsletter.

· Concern expressed regarding high calibre staff costs.

· New Area Director for the South is Chris Edwards.

· Streamlining parking/traffic regulations.

· Bus strategy meeting held at Cleobury Mortimer recently.

· SC Archives – over 1000 records sorted and boxed recently.

· Marches Local Enterprise Partnership regional growth.

· Problem reported from Glebe Drive resident which is being dealt with.

Further information on any of the above available from Cllr Shineton.

14.
Items for next agenda:

Website policy

Name signs

Risk Assessment – Clerk handed out a copy to all Councillors.

15.
Date of next meeting:

28th March 2011

There being no other business the meeting closed at 10.05pm.

Cheques written:

Mrs F Morris – salary - £xxx

Newsletter - £25

Parish Online - £10

Mrs F Morris – expenses/coins for heating - £112.28

Signed:
Chairman





Date:

These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting dated 28th March 2011.
Any amendments made are noted in red and initialled by Chairman.
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