
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 26th January 2009 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, D Newsham, J Griffiths, J Davies, R Griffiths,

M Shineton, I swain, and D Walsh.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 0

0.
Public participation:

No Parishioners present.

Chairman asked that prior to the opening of the meeting that a minutes silence be held in memory of Dr Groves who had recently passed away and also to the Clerk and the Morris family on their recent sad loss.

1.
Apologies for absence:

Apologies received for late arrivals from Cllrs Shineton (meeting at Bridgnorth prior to PC meeting), D Walsh (work) and I Swain (work).  Apologies accepted and all members arrived a little late.

Cllr P Martin sent apologies with no reason – as no reason was given the apologies were not accepted.
2.
Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Davies declared a prejudicial interest in item 5a.  Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal in items 7b and 7c.
3.
Minutes of last meeting:

These were circulated with the agenda and proposed as a true record by Cllr Abbiss, seconded by Cllr Davies.  All agreed – Chairman signed the minutes.

4.
Matters Arising from minutes:

a) Clerks report – read out

5.
Planning applications:
Cllr Davies declared a prejudicial interest as may be interested in purchasing the property and left the room.

a) Erection of a car port – Peggs Barn, Lower Chorley Farm, Chorley – app no: FUL/08/0874
Several Councillors had visited the site and concern was expressed that this was close to the farm and within the curtilidge of the listed buildings and close to the roadside.

It was felt that this should have a mono pitch roof instead of single pitch which would vastly reduce the height.  RESOLVED to send in these comments.

b) No further plans received.

c) Permissions/refusals.

6.
Correspondence:

For information:

Bank statement

The Clerk magazine

SCC Public Transport News

Clerks and Councils Direct Magazine

LCR magazine

Planning application – Chorley Caravan Park (installation of 4 underground LPG tanks) withdrawn

Planning Inspectorate – FP6 Chorley – further information received – Cllrs Hamilton-Russell, Abbiss and Davies would like to attend the hearing – Clerk will notify Inspectorate and Cllr Davies took the documents to read and pass on to other Cllrs.
Viking Direct catalogues

Wicksteed Leisure brochure

SCC – road closure – Six Ashes crossroads to Bagginswood – 16th February 9.00am-4.30pm weekdays for 2 weeks.

NALC – Publication of candidates’ addresses at UK Parliamentary elections

NALC – The Power of the Promotion of Economic, Social or Environmental Well being

NALC – Financial Update Value Added Tax and Local Councils

SCC – Brooksmeeting Bridge road closure - road gritting operations

SCC – Brooksmeeting road closure and diversion route

SCC – Accounts summary received – noted.

For reply:
BDC – Diary of events - noted
Samaritans donation request – keep for March meeting
SLCC Conference 12th March – Stockport – noted.
SLCC 2009 Conference programme – noted.
Severn Hospice – donation request – keep for March meeting
Shropshire Council Highways and Traffic newsletter – noted.
BDC – Commemorative Service – 29th March 2009 St Leonards Church, Bridgnorth – no interest.
Shropshire Council – Local Development Framework for Shropshire: Consultation – Core Strategy Issues and Options – public consultation from 26th January – 9th March – website details www.shropshire.gov.uk/shropshire/planning.nsf.  Will deal with at next meeting.
Police Consultation – Chairman attended this meeting – did not consult on anything, aims set out but does not move us much further forward. West Mercia Police rated very highly and are ‘value for money’. CLG response needed – Chairman to deal with.

7.
Parish matters/problems:
a) Parish problems:

Concern expressed regarding the size of the Veolia vehicles – this was not rural proofed and smaller vehicles are needed out here.

Honeysuckle Lane – large pothole near to the Roman Bridge footpath entrance.

Gate on bridleway at Bakehouse Lane, Chorley is tied with string and needs investigating and a horse rider friendly gate installed – this has previously been reported to SCC.

Loughton road breaking up badly and is dangerous in places.

Pothole near to Old Miners Arms/Harcourt junction, Bardley road getting worse, pothole by Dr’s Surgery is coming out again after only just being filled.

Black Ice on the main Kinlet/Bridgnorth road near to Rays Farm junction.

Walton bank hedge needs attention.  It was RESOLVED to write to Mr Brown with a copy to Mr Crossland at SCC requesting that this hedge is reduced in height by at least 4’.  The work needs to be undertaken from the field side and also to point out to Mr Brown that this road is being used as a diversion route whilst the Brooksmeeting road is closed and is causing problems to motorists.

A request for a sign to ask motorists to use the passing places was also made.

Six Ashes/Bagginswood road is in a bad state of repair with numerous potholes – this is due to be closed next month for the work to be carried out.

Northwood Lane – deep mud and potholes.

Sidbury Banks need sweeping and also potholes. 
Bridleway blocked near to Chorley chapel.

Wooden FP fingerpost missing on roadside near to Chorley Hall entrance.

Comments received regarding the conservatory built onto the end of 19 Glebe Drive which appears large, trees have been cut down – should planning permission have been received as this is in a conservation area?  Clerk was asked to write to BDC to investigate.

Aerials have been provided to tenants as a ‘communal’ aerial was situated on the end of this bungalow where the conservatory has been built, but tenants were not notified of this.

Debris in river, but Clerk cannot find out who to write to but was told that wherever the debris is it is the adjacent landowner’s responsibility to remove it.  RESOLVED to write to MP regarding this matter and to invite him to visit the Parish and also to include Neen Savage and Cleobury Mortimer.  Chairman has photos of the floods/blockages.

It was suggesting that a coppicing programme to remove trees along the river banks may help the situation.

The removal of the wooden climbing frame from the school field was queried and Cllr Abbiss explained the reason was that the Head teacher felt that this was too high for the children and made the decision to remove it.  It was felt that this provided by the PTA (now FOSPS) and that consultation should have been sought before this was removed.

b) Parish watch:
Chairman reported the alarming increase in shed burglaries with 2 reports of burglaries in Stottesdon.  Police feedback on these 2 problems had been very good.

c) Glebe Drive update:

No legal documents received despite being asked for.  RESOLVED to write to Julia Costello with a copy to Roger Mullard asking for this document as a matter of urgency.

Clerk had made enquiries regarding a Solicitor and had been recommended Steven Corfield at FB Manby Bowdler and had contacted Mr Corfield.  Costs involved were likely to be £450+VAT unless extra work such as searches has to be undertaken. Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest as it is his Solicitor.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk instruct Mr Corfield to act as the Parish Councils Solicitors.
8.
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments: 

Clerk’s fees – RESOLVED to pay. 

Accounts re: Glebe Drive of £1000 as contribution towards the lay by and £8000 for the car parking area. Clerk pointed out that the SCC had obviously only charged for the amount the PC had taken out a loan for.  RESOLVED that cheques be paid.

Chorley Village Hall - £220 hire from April-December.  RESOLVED to pay account.

b) Income since last meeting: None.

9.
Risk Assessment:

Clerk had not brought copies for Councillors and it was therefore RESOLVED to leave this until the next meeting.  Cllr Swain offered to look at this – Clerk will email this to him.

10.
SALC report:

Cllr Abbiss reported that she had attended a Southern Area Partnership meeting and there is to be 1 member elected from a smaller PC and 1 from a larger PC.
Bridgnorth and South Shropshire District Councils have pots of money to spend ‘for the benefit to area’. There is to be a meeting on 4th March.

Next Area Committee Meeting is 24th February at BDC offices 7.45pm start.

11.
District Councillor’s report:

D. Cllr. Shineton gave brief details of many meetings she had recently attended.

Local Joint Committees with Cleobury Mortimer, Corley, Holton Wafers, Farlow and Oreton, Kinlet, Neen Savage, Milson, Boras ton Parish Meeting, Buford, Wheat hill and Highley, Stottesdon and Sidbury.

Services transferred to Shrewsbury and intensive training will go ahead.  £450,000 saved on salaries this year.

‘Face to Face’ links will be provided at Highley (to become live on 2nd February).

SALC Executive meeting will be held this Thursday with SCC.  The constitution of SALC is to be discussed together with the decision of the Standards Board representative, which Cllr R Griffiths had expressed an interest in.
Housing was briefly mentioned.

12.
County Councillor’s report:

None received.

13.
Items for next agenda:

Risk Assessment

Core Strategy

Before the meeting was closed Cllr Walsh handed to Rosemary Abbiss a cheque for £675 for the Nightingale Nursing Fund which was raised by several locals taking part in the Bridgnorth Walk.

14.
Date of next meeting:

23rd February 2009.  Clerk had put a list of proposed dates in each Councillors folder.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.40pm.

Cheques written:

Clerks fees - £xxx

Chorley Village Hall - £220

SCC - £8000

SCC - £1000

Signed:
 Chairman






Date:
These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting 23rd February 2009.
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