
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council

Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 23rd February 2009 at 7.30pm.
Present: 

Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, M Shineton, J Davies, D Newsham, R Griffiths,                 J Griffiths, D Walsh.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 0

0.
Public participation:

No parishioners present.

1.
Apologies for absence:

Apologies received from Cllr I Swain (chest infection).  Apologies accepted. Nothing received from Cllr P Martin. Email received late from Cllr Martin giving apologies.
2.
Declaration of interests:
Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest in items 7b Parish Watch (co-ordinator) and 8 Glebe Drive documents received from Solicitor (Solicitor also acts for him).
Cllrs Abbiss and Shineton declared personal interests as members of Shropshire Rural Housing Association – item 4 – Core Strategy.

3.
Minutes of last meeting:
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th January were circulated with the agenda and were proposed as a true record by Cllr Abbiss, seconded by Cllr Shineton. RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted.

4.
Matters arising from minutes:
a) Progress report: copy attached.
Clerks asked Cllrs to remember to acknowledge emails sent to them.

Walton bank hedge – no reply received to letter.

Debris in river – Following on from the details in the Clerks report Cllr Hamilton-Russell reported that he had been to a meeting today with the Environment Agency (not regarding this problem) and took the opportunity to raise the problem with Mr Chris Grainger who would investigate the problem get back in touch with him.

Cllr Shineton asked if the Pitt report had been mentioned – but Chairman confirmed that this had not.

Glebe Drive modifications: will be dealt with later on the agenda.

Snow clearance: Following on from Clerk’s report it was RESOLVED to write to Graham Downes at SCC and thank him for all the efforts in the snow clearance in the Parish.

Brooksmeeting Bridge: Clerk had emailed SCC today but had not received a reply so was unsure whether work had commenced although they did say that the weather could delay the start by a week. Letters had been delivered – although not to everyone, but Clerk had put this in the newsletter.

SCC – Core Strategy: Cllr Davies had looked at this document and gave brief comments.  Cllr Walsh talked Councillors through several sections which were relevant to our area.  Cllr Shineton felt that regarding the housing there should be more incentive to sell land by allowing a mix of housing (part buy/rent, for sale, to rent). Cllrs Abbiss and Shineton declared a personal interest in this as members of Shropshire Rural Housing. 
It was felt that the most important sections for our area being 6 (Employment land provision), 7(Release of land), 8 (overall affordable housing target), 9 (Affordable housing thresholds and percentages), 11 (Sustainable development and design principles), 15(renewable energy schemes).
After discussions it was agreed that as the SALC Area committee has a meeting tomorrow night with a guest speaker from SCC to talk members through this important document it was agreed that Cllr Davies would look through the whole document and send comments to the Clerk for circulation to other members, then Clerk would forward the comments to SCC – this was proposed by Cllr Shineton and seconded by Cllr Newsham. All agreed.

Reply from BDC confirming Enforcement Officer looking into the untidy site at Springacre, Chorley and Conservatory and tree removal at 19 Glebe Drive, Stottesdon.

Clerk read out an email from Rachel Datlen (whose parents are the new owners of 19 Glebe Drive) confirming that their agent had contacted BDC and sent in drawings asking if the conservatory needed planning permission and that they have a letter from Mr Collin at BDC stating that permission was not required.

Clerk had received a telephone call from BDC regarding this today who confirmed that as it is in a conservation area planning permission was required under new regulations brought in on 1st October 2008 and that an error had been made by BDC Planning Department stating that planning permission was not required.
The Clerk understands that the agent has been made aware that it might be in the best interest for the owner to apply for retrospective planning permission as there could be a problem if they tried to sell the house in the future.  It is also understood that the tree removal was only ‘overgrown shrubs’ – some Cllrs disputed this as there were trees in this garden planted several years ago. 
Councillors felt that without a planning permission this could lead to problems in the future, both for Parish and Shropshire Council, if a similar situation arose.

Councillors could now tell parishioners who had raised the question regarding this matter of the situation.
Further comments received regarding the size of the Veolia vehicles used in the Parish –this would continue to be monitored and perhaps invite Veolia back to a meeting at a later date.

The bridleways reported as blocked last month still remain so and Cllr Walsh indicated where the FP/BW problem was on the Definitive map.  Clerk will look into this matter again.

5.
Planning applications:
a) Installation of underground LPG tanks – Chorley caravan Park, Chorley.  App. No: FUL/09/0058
Several councillors had visited the site once again and understand that the reason why the previous application was withdrawn was that BDC requested a tree survey and that trees had to be listed down and named. 

‘Park Home’ status was queried but it is understood that this was granted 50 years ago and concern was expressed regarding full time residential use. Cllr Shineton was asked to clarify this matter and inform Clerk of findings.

It was agreed to support the application but query the ‘Park Home’ residence and also point out that the area where these tanks are to be sited is basically only ‘scrub’ land. RESOLVED that the Clerk sends in these comments.
b) No further plans received.

c) Permissions/refusals:

Renewal of temporary planning permission ref 05/0575 for the siting of an agricultural workers caravan at Raysland, Chorley Lane.  App. No: 08/0780 – permission granted for a further 3 years.

6.
Correspondence:

For information:

Shropshire Council – ‘Come and meet Shropshire Council’ – posters put on notice boards.

Bank Statement – signed by Chairman.

SCC – Local Government reorganisation – New Electoral Arrangements – costs read out.
Shropshire Council – Delegation/Devolution of services to Parish and Town Councils – environmental Maintenance Grant (Lengthsman Scheme) – the amount payable is to be increased this year and an application form was enclosed with the summary/recommendations etc.  Clerk will arrange to meet with Willowdene Farm as they had previously shown an interest in taking on this scheme on behalf of the Parish Council and will notify Cllrs accordingly.
SALC (various items): Training – Cllrs gave Clerk details of events they are able to attend.  
Code of Conduct event at Bridgnorth will be attended by Cllrs Abbiss, Shineton, R Griffiths and clerk. Cllrs also asked if further training events could be held locally and requested Planning and Power of Well Being – Clerk pointed out that Highley PC are interested in joining with us or even holding them at Highley – Clerk will write to SALC.
Information received regarding the Power of Well Being – 80% of Cllrs and Clerk need to be trained in this. 

Voting – should age be lowered to 16? RESOLVED -NO.

Clerks Pay Claim – NALC have sent a circular confirming that NJC had formally tabled a pay claim for 2009-10 for ‘an increase of at least the level of retail price inflation, with additional salary increases for the lowest paid’.   It is understood that the arbitration process is currently still underway in respect of the 2008-09 pay dispute.
Southern Area Partnership meeting at Severn Centre, Highley – 3th March – Cllrs Hamilton-Russell, R Griffiths and Clerk will attend for PC although Cllrs Abbiss and Shineton will also be attending.

Speed Limit – A request had been made to the Chairman that the speed limit be extended to include The Hamlet.  After discussions and studying the map it was RESOLVED to ask SCC to extend the beginning/end of the limits to the following:

· The Hamlet to be included.

· Below Yew Tree Farm.

· Harcourt side of entrance into Burnt Pitt Farm.

· Half way down Almshouse Bank (children walk to school up this road)

· Signs to be erected on Hardwick road.

Shropshire Council – Town and Parish Councils Forum – Cleobury North Village Hall – Thursday 26th February 5.30pm.  Cllrs Shineton, Abbiss, Newsham and Clerk attended.

7.
Parish matters/problems:

a) Parish problems:

BW through from Chapel to Midwinters – trees strategically placed. Not sure if there is a reason for this.

Drain both sides of the road blocked below The Fighting Cocks.

Potholes – Harcourt road junction, Honeysuckle Brook road, Bardley bends, Cleobury Mortimer road.  The Bagginswood/Six Ashes road was due to be closed at present for repairs but due to the Brooksmeeting road closure this has had to be delayed.
Pothole – outside Stottesdon School.

Drains in Station Road need jetting.

Road Narrows sign needs re-fixing onto post – Green Lane, Stottesdon.

b) Parish Watch:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest as co-ordinator.
Chairman pointed out that the rally which went through Chorley last Sunday evening had been sanctioned by the Police.  Damage had been caused to a gate, but owner had been in touch with the Police and the person who had caused the damage was now in touch with the owner.

Gates had been opened on the same night and horses were let out onto the road. 

Clerk had received numerous complaints as this was held during the evening (7pm) and vehicles were rallying up through Chorley, which was considered very dangerous – these comments had been fed into the Police.

c) Date of Annual Parish Meeting (20th April):

Clerk had been notified that the Village Hall was not available for this meeting as the play was being held that week in Chorley.

It was suggested to ask Willowdene Farm if they had a room available and perhaps they could also give a presentation of their work.  RESOLVED that Clerk should contact Willowdene.

8.
Glebe Drive Land transfer:

Clerk had to hand documents for signature instructing Fb Manby Bowdler to act as their Solicitors. (Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest as they are also his own personal Solicitors)- Clerk asked if they acted for any other Councillors (No).

It was RESOLVED that Fb Manby Bowdler act as Solicitors regarding the sealing of the document under Standing Order 41a(Sealing of Documents) and it was also RESOLVED that Cllr Hamilton-Russell (Chairman) and Clerk, Mrs F Morris (RFO) sign these documents as per standing order  41b (Sealing of Documents).
It was also RESOLVED that the fees of £450 + VAT were acceptable but Cllrs RESOLVED not to go ahead with the searches on this land, as per Solicitors advice, as the land was known to Cllrs.

9.
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments: Clerk’s fees - £xxx. PAYE - £683.25. Travel expenses - £21 (Cllr Abbiss, as agreed at December meeting). RESOLVED to pay these cheques.

b) Income since last meeting – none.

10.
Risk Assessment/Asset Register:

Risk Assessment:

Clerk read through this and explained the changes.  It was RESOLVED to accept this with the changes shown in red in Councillors copies.

Asset Register:
Clerk and Councillors discussed this and the Glebe Drive parking area was added as £1 value.  RESOLVED to accept this document.

11.
SALC report:

Cllr Abbiss reported that the Area meeting is tomorrow night when the Core Strategy will be discussed following a presentation.  The Police have also promised to attend when the rallying will be brought up with the new Inspector. Cllrs welcome to attend.

12.
District Councillor’s report:
D. Cllr Shineton highlighted several documents, which Cllrs were welcome to look at, including New Grants – Shropshire Tourism – working with nature; Youth Landscapes project; BDC transfer of housing stock (this has not yet been finalised and tenants will be contacted); Walk in Health Centre at Shrewsbury – Central Government pushing for this.
NHS roadshow – 24th March (3-6pm) Tesco, Ludlow.
13.
County Councillor’s report:

None received. Concern was expressed that a report had once again not been given. Elections for the new Unitary Authority take place on June 4th.

14.
Items for next agenda:


Grants.

Walton Bank hedge.

15.
Date of next meeting:

23rd March 2009.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 10.00pm.

Cheques Written:

Mrs F Morris – fees: £xxx

PAYE - £683.25

Mrs R Abbiss - £21
Signed: Chairman





Date
These minutes were approved at the 23rd March 2009 meeting.
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