



Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 22nd July 2013 at 7.30pm.

Present:

Cllr B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, A Millington, D Young, H Barratt.

Unitary Cllr: G Butler

Parishioners: 2

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

0)
Public participation:

Chairman welcomed parishioners to the meeting and invited Mrs Newsham to speak.

Mrs Newsham confirmed that she had come to express her concern regarding the ‘community’ field attached to Stottesdon School. She was concerned that the ‘community’ had not been asked one way or the other regarding the use of this field despite newsletter reports saying the community supported the new arrangements. The play equipment went overnight which was provided by the ‘community’ with no consultation.
The historical use of this field has always been ‘community’ and school use but this is now being denied until after 5.30pm and at weekends with the School and Playgroup being given priority use. It was queried that the Playgroup is a business and the school is not responsible for this and it was questioned if the playgroup pay for the use of the field and why should they have exclusive rights to the field everyday throughout the school holidays which leaves local children with nowhere to play safely.

The PC had been in touch with Shropshire Council who referred the Clerk to Housing and Clerk read an email declining the request to put play equipment on the green at Glebe Drive as this was potential housing development land but suggested that the school field was the safest place for children to play.
Cllr Abbiss, PC School Governor representative, pointed out that no one had approached the Head regarding the matter but Clerk understood that some parents felt she was unapproachable.

Cllr Newsham asked Cllr Abbiss if she could be provided with copies of the Governors minutes when this matter was discussed – Cllr Abbiss could see no reason that these would not be available once signed off and would ask for these for Cllr Newsham.

Clerk pointed out that Unitary Cllr Shineton had approached the Head with a view to at least a compromise for community/playgroup but this was refused until after 5.30pm evenings and weekends.

Clerk also pointed out that children had regularly used this field and always knew that they had to repair any damage caused but children had been seen today running over the residents lawns at Glebe Drive and playing hide and seek round their cars!

Unitary Cllr Butler asked what the Governors views were – they supported the Head.

Chairman asked Cllr Butler if he would take this matter to SC to try to agree a compromise as the School are fully aware that the PC have been trying to obtain further land to expand the school playing field without success.

Cllr Butler agreed to do this and would keep the Clerk informed of any news.

Chairman thanked Mrs Newsham for attending the meeting.

Mr Nathan Home attended to explain his new planning application. This was an agricultural building for storage similar in size to the one already on site and will be used to store machines etc. The hedge has been grown up to hide this building and there will be no retail from the building.

Chairman thanked Mr Home for attending the meeting.

1)
Apologies for absence:
Cllrs M Evans (abroad on business), T Caswell (away), Unitary Cllr M Shineton (meeting) and Cllr Barratt who will be a little late. It was RESOLVED to accept these apologies.

2)
Declaration of Interests:

The Localism Act 2011, Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer.

No interest recorded.

3)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2103:
It was RESOLVED that the minutes be signed as a true record and were signed by the chairman.
4)
Matters Arising from the minutes:

(a)  Progress report from Clerk:
Code of Conduct training at Highley:

This was very well supported and it is hoped to run a Roles and Responsibilities training session in the next month or so.

Planning training at the Parish Hall, Cleobury Mortimer arrange for the 1st August.

Lengthsman Scheme update:

Chairman and Clerk met with Matt Home who has confirmed that he is very keen to carry on with this work for the PC. Signs have been cleaned and verges opposite the school and Station Road will be cut after the 1st August. 

(b) Reply from SC re: play area provision

Shropshire Towns and Rural Housing will not allow play equipment on the green at Glebe Drive, as previously confirmed.

(c) Reply from SC re: parish problems:
Clerk read out email from SC regarding problems raised last month.

(d) Update re: School bus:
SC intend to write out to all parents using these buses to ask their preferred option for collection/drop off and will let the PC know the outcome.

Clerk has tried numerous times to get hold of Matt Johnson regarding moving the bus timetable to the bus shelter but he has been away on holiday and just hasn’t replied to emails/telephone messages left etc. Will keep chasing this matter.

(e) Any other matters arising:
None.

5) Dispensations:

Requests for dispensations should be sent in writing to the Clerk prior to the meeting.

No dispensations requested.

6)
Co-options:
There are still 3 vacancies which are still advertised.

7)
Signing of Declarations:
No new Councillors co-opted.

8)
Planning applications: 

a) Reference:  13/02439/FUL (validated: 03/07/2013)

Address:  Timber Yard, Midwinters, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PW

Proposal:  Erection of steel portal agricultural building

Applicant: Home Forestry LLP (Braggins Lye, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PP)

This building is well hidden by the hedge and is supporting a thriving local business. It was RESOLVED to support this application as this is in line with our Parish Plan policy to support agricultural and local businesses.
b) Any others received after issue of the agenda:
Reference:  13/02664/FUL (validated: 17/07/2013)

Address:  Cox’s Barn, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, DY14 8LS

Proposal:  Erection of two storey extension to garage; raise the roof level of the garage by 900mm, and extend the garage back by 3600mm, in order to create a larger bathroom with more head room and to allow for an internal staircase

Applicant: Mr and Mrs I Thompson (Cox’s Barn, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Worcestershire, DY14 8LS)

Chairman apologised for being unable to arrange a site visit as this application had only come in during the last couple of days.

It was felt that this again is another thriving B & B in the parish and it was RESOLVED to support this as per our Parish Plan policy to support local businesses.

c) Planning permissions/refusals:

Reference:  13/02150/OHL (validated: 31/05/2013)

Address:  Mass House Farm, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8NL

Proposal:  Erect an 11,000 volt overhead line on wood poles

Decision:  No Objection OHL/Circular Notification

Reference:  13/02398/TCA (validated: 19/06/2013)

Address:  4 High Street, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8TZ

Proposal:  Removal of 1no Crab Apple Tree within Stottesdon Conservation Area

Decision:  No Objection

9)
SALC report:
Cllr Abbiss, Chairman of ALC reported that a ‘Visioning’ afternoon had been held although not a large amount of people attended.

SALC are waiting for a Liaison meeting with SC.

Apologies for not attending the training session at Highley as she was away on holiday but understood it went well. Further training events are to be arranged locally.

Chairman thanked Cllr Abbiss for her report.

10)
Unitary Councillor’s report:
Chairman welcomed Unitary Cllr Butler to the meeting.

· Cllr Butler confirmed that it is settling down now after the elections and briefly spoke about Commissioning.

· He explained the budget and the proposed cuts in some detail. 75% of the SC budget goes on staff wages with a staff of 4300 – voluntary redundancies are due to be requested with a 40-50% reduction in staff.  Education and Social Care will not be touched. He went on to give his personal opinion on the cuts. It was felt that Town and Parish Councils will have to precept to do things in future.

· Cllr Butler spoke about the Church Stretton project and highlighted some items which have come out of this.

· It costs £3m a year just to open the doors at Shirehall!

· Adult social care is changing.

· Still fighting for the importance of the Town and Parish Councils.

· I P & E – still in early days.

· Portfolio holder for Leisure/Libraries/Art, Culture and Commissioning’

Chairman thanked Cllr Butler for his report and Cllr Butler left the meeting.

11)
Financial matters:

 a) Outstanding payments:

SALC account – training - £40
Clerk’s fees – xxx 

Clerk’s expenses - £77.65
 HMRC PAYE - £128.02
SLCC account - £63 for Charles Arnold Baker book
Any others received after issue of the agenda – no further accounts received.
It was RESOLVED that these accounts be paid and signatories authorised to sign cheques.

Clerk also confirmed that the pay award had now been agreed which is 1% with the hourly figures to be confirmed in the next few days. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s salary should be increased by the 15 backdated to April 2013 as per new guidelines. A personnel meeting will be arranged shortly.
 b) Income since last meeting:
40p interest on deposit account

c) Quarterly bank/budget reconciliation:
Clerk produced the Bank reconciliation but was having difficulty with the new budget sheet set up by the Internal Auditor so had requested help with this. It was RESOLVED to accept the bank reconciliation and Clerk would produce the budget statement next month. 

d) Bank statements:
These were produced and initialled by the Chairman.

12)
Parish matters/problems

 a) Parish problems:
· Speeding in Chorley – vehicles driving too fast to get full registration. Clerk confirmed that hopefully a decision will be reached regarding the schemes to be implemented shortly and hope that Chorley will be included.

· Grass verge needs clearing on the main B4363 opposite the Sidbury turn as this is restricting vision. Clerk will write to Eileen Reynolds regarding this matter.

· The Fieldhouse, Chorley – a request from a parishioner had been received regarding planning permission for the window in the side of the garage overlooking neighbouring properties. Clerk explained that when this extension was built a window was inserted and until a few weeks ago it was never glazed and a breeze block wall could be seen.  This was queried at the time and confirmed that the window was not on the plans.  The window has now been glazed with obscure glass and after checking the Clerk was provided with a copy of the approved plans which did not include the window and also amended plans showing the window – but these were not approved. Enforcement team will proceed with action upon confirmation from the PC. It was RESOLVED to ask Enforcement to take the necessary action but request that the PC be given the opportunity to make comments on any planning application received for this window.
· Complaint received regarding the bridge on a Stotty Strolls – Clerk had forwarded this to the P3 group who have requested that SC deal with this matter.

· Request for recycling to be collected from Stanley Lane by using a smaller vehicle. Clerk will contact Veolia.

· Oak tree dead in the corner of the field at the top of Chorley New Road. Clerk will speak to Matt Home regarding this ad the PC had previously agreed to replace this.

· Flag on Village Hall either damaged or come off the pole at the top – Clerk will ask Village Hall Committee about this.

 b) Parish Watch:
Chairman confirmed that all appeared to be calm at present with no incidents reported.

13)
Correspondence:  

Emails forwarded: All items noted as received unless comments made.
SALC Bulletins

Shropshire Hills AONB Management Plan 2014-19 public consultation

SC – surface dressing timetable July 2013

SC – Free Trees!!

RSN Newsletters

SC – Annual Town and Parish Emergency Planning Briefing – 26/9/13, 6.30pm at Shirehall – Cllrs to confirm to Clerk if they would like to attend.
Planning training – 1st August Parish Hall, Cleobury Mortimer – Cllrs to confirm to Clerk if they would like to attend.
Gay Barker – Highley Patients Group newsletter – RESOLVED not to distribute this.
SALC – Chairmanship training - 22nd July

Complaint re: Stroll 1 – forwarded to P3 group – dealt with earlier
ROAD CLOSURE – Oreton Road junction to Honeysuckle junction, Farlow (Section 20m either side of Bombay House) - 03 September 2013 - 1 day (between 08.00 hrs and 17.00 hrs only) - Tree Cutting

Any others received after the issue of the agenda:

Leader in the Shropshire Hills – brochure

Wholesale catalogue for flower bulbs/shrubs

14)
Newsletter distribution:
Clerk confirmed that from the slips provided the bulk requested ‘delivery’. It was agreed that in the next newsletter parishioners will be told where they would be able to collect newsletters from.

15)
Date of next meeting:

19th August 2013. Cllrs Young and Barratt will be unable to attend.
16)
Update on parking/playing field:
It was RESOLVED that due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed under item 16 the public and press shall be excluded under s1 (2) Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended.
Clerk confirmed that she had written to SC for an update but had not received a response. Confidential
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.

Cheques written:

Mrs F Morris - £xxx fees

Mrs F Morris - £77.65 expenses

SALC - £40

SLCC Enterprises Ltd - £63

HMRC - £128.02

Signed:
Chairman





Date:

These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting dated 19th August 2013
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