
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 22nd August 2011 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Griffiths (Chairman), B Hamilton-Russell, R Abbiss, A Parsons,

H Barratt, D Walsh (arrived late).

Shropshire Cllr G Butler

Clerk – Mrs F Morris

Parishioner: 1

00.
Parishioner’s time:

Parishioner, Mr Tom Casswell attended the meeting following the advertisements for a Parish Councillor.

Chairman welcomed Mr Casswell and invited him to give brief details of himself.

It was queried if he would be able to attend training sessions which he agreed that he would do.

It was also explained that newsletters have to be delivered around the parish and Mr Casswell was happy to deliver these.

Chairman thanked Mr Casswell and the vacancy would be discussed after the meeting was opened.

01.
Apologies:

Cllr Shineton (holiday), Cllr Walsh (meeting but hopes to arrive later). RESOLVED to accept these apologies.

02.
Casual Vacancy:

Chairman confirmed that Mr Casswell was in attendance in respect of one of the 3 vacancies and it was RESOLVED to co-opt Mr Casswell onto the Parish Council.

Clerk asked Mr Casswell to sign the ‘declaration of acceptance of office’ which he did and this was countersigned by the Clerk.
03.
Declarations of interests:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest in item 8b Parish Watch as he is the co-ordinator.

Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest in item 14 ALC report as she is ALC Chairman.

04.
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 25th July 2011:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell queried that there was no item 7 – numbers had been inadvertently mixed up. It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes as a true record and these were signed by the Chairman.

05.
Matters arising from minutes:

a) Clerk’s report:

Pothole – reported/repaired on footpath at Glebe Drive.

Road edge damage reported close to Punches corner junction – water repair. This had been dealt with.
Complaint received regarding speeding vehicles through village and also the amount of tractor drivers using mobile phones whilst driving. This will be dealt with under parish problems.
War graves – stone cleaning. Clerk had received a request for information regarding families for the 3 war graves in the Churchyard but after enquiries no further information was available. Clerk had suggested that Mr Upton talks to Rev Resch regarding this matter. Mr Upton had already talked to the War Graves Commission.
Sidbury Horse signs/Bakehouse Lane sign (no horse warning signs in Chorley) - SC will only provide one sign at Sidbury near to Lower House Farm.
The ‘No through road sign’ for Bakehouse Lane had been refused by SC due to the lane being unadopted but quoted £210+VAT if the PC would like to purchase this. 

Cllr Shineton had talked to Chris Edwards regarding this who had asked Cllr Shineton to ask Graham Downes to provide this sign. Cllr Shineton had been in touch with SC but was waiting until Graham Downes came back from annual leave in order to discuss the matter further.

Cllr Hamilton-Russell queried if the PC were liable to replace this sign in the event of damage etc. This will be left until Cllr Shineton returns from holiday as she had been dealing with the matter.

Diamond Jubilee mugs – Clerk handed round details of mug designs from James Dean Pottery and gave costings. It was cheaper to order these this year than wait until next year but Clerk felt that the PC ought not to do this and should wait until closer to the time as you never know what might happen between now and the Jubilee date.

Clerk will obtain further prices/quotes.

06.
Planning:

a) No plans received.
b) Permissions/refusals – lists emailed out to all Councillors.

07.
Correspondence:

SC – Casual vacancy – Confirmation received from SC that it is in order for the PC to co-opt in order to fill the vacancies left by Cllrs Davies and Newsham.

No Panic funding request – November meeting.

SC – Adopted core Strategy 2006-2026- Clerk and Chairman have copies of this document.

Emails forwarded:

26/7
Gill Porter – Localism conference 29/6/11 – presentation notes

29/7
ALC – Queen’s Diamond Jubilee beacons

1/8
Rural Services Network newsletter

2/8
ALC – School Organisation decision letter

4/8
ALC – delivering Local priorities through partnership working – copy in folder

4/8
ALC/NALC – retirement payments

5/8
ALC – New Policy and parliamentary Affairs Consultation on the NALC website

5/8
ALC – EBulletin – National Planning framework

10/8
Break in at Raysland, Chorley – Clerk pointed out that the residents had asked if there was any possibility of community cameras being erected. After discussions it was felt that costs would be far too high and would only record vehicles coming in and out of the village but there was nothing to stop the residents installing their own camera on their property.
11/8
ALC/NALC – DIS Extra

16/8
ALC/NALC – Consultation – Localising Support for Council Tax

18/8
Public Service News

Weekly Planning lists

SC – Publicity campaign for the Annual canvass of householders – Autumn 2011 – Poster will be put on notice board.
Severn Centre – What’s on in September – poster will be put on notice board.
Audit report/account – Clerk had received the Audit back with no matters raised but their account was not complete as the VAT had not been included. Clerk had telephoned regarding this but was waiting a reply. 

At this point (8.10pm) Cllr Walsh joined the meeting.

08.
Parish matters/problems:

 a) Parish problems:
Concern was expressed regarding the 2 burglaries in the parish.

Water leak – Moon House Bank.  Clerk confirmed that this had been reported to Severn Trent and they had obviously been out as there were blue markings on the road.

Holes need filling in near to where the water leak was at Bagginswood.

Brambles etc sticking out of hedge at Walton Bank – it was agreed to leave this as Mr Marsh will be cutting his hedge soon and should remove this problem.

Walton Bank hedge – it was noted in Cllr Shineton’s report that she had talked to Chris Edwards about this problem. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to the owner and asks him to cut this back.

A parishioner had expressed his concern regarding speeding vehicles through the village despite the 30mph signs. Clerk will put another item in the newsletter.
Parishioner expressed concern regarding the amount of tractor drivers using their mobile phone whilst driving. Clerk will put a further item in the newsletter and it had been suggested that the Police should be notified.
b) Parish Watch:
Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest as co-ordinator.

Cllr Hamilton-Russell confirmed that there had been 2 burglaries in the parish but was still getting no feedback from the Police.

 c) Parish/Place Plan update:
A brief report was given following the meeting last week. Cllr Parsons had produced a draft questionnaire, which is hoped will be delivered with the September newsletter and also added to the PC website but access to the site was needed.

Clerk had expressed concern in giving out her password as it was agreed that she would be the only person to operate this website.

Cllr Abbiss confirmed that due to previous problems it was agreed that the Clerk have sole responsibility for the website.

After discussions S Cllr. Butler agreed to ask SC (IT Dept) if there was a way for a ‘limited access’ link being put on the website in order for Cllr Parsons to install the questionnaire.

Clerk confirmed that she always dealt with Charlotte Farrow.

Deadline for newsletter items is 25th September.

d) Diamond Jubilee:

This had been dealt with earlier.

09.
Financial matters:
a) Outstanding payments: 
Clerk’s fees £xxx

Clerk’s expenses - £61.54

Willowdene account - £696.00.
Wicksteed Leisure - £85.20 (Play equipment inspection).

Mazars - £162.00
HMRC PAYE - £552.72

It was RESOLVED to pay these accounts and Councillors and Clerk were instructed to sign the cheques.

b) Income since last meeting:

Deposit account statement not yet received.      

c) Bank statement:
Duly signed by Chairman.

Clerk pointed out that Diane Newsham’s name would have to be taken off the account and asked if any Cllr banked with Lloyds as it was far easier if they did. Cllr Walsh confirmed that she did but had been a signatory at one time – Clerk was sure that she was not on the account now but would check with the Bank and obtain a form for next meeting.

10.
Overview of the Joint Housing Strategy:
Cllr Parsons handed out papers regarding this and the document was fully discussed. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Parsons will compile a reply and send round to everyone for their comments.

The Draft Homelessness Strategy was also discussed and again it was RESOLVED that Cllr Parsons will formulate a reply.

Chairman thanked Cllr Parsons for this.

11.
Road Name signs;
This is still ‘ongoing’.

12.
Update re: The Shop:
Chairman confirmed that she had received an email confirming that the application had been unsuccessful in the first round of funding.

Cllr Shineton had discussed the matter with SC and it is understood that the application was not strong enough’. 

There was some incorrect information given in the reply and this had been dealt with by Cllr. Shineton. Sandra at the shop is aware of the situation.

We now have to wait for Cllr Shineton to come back with further information.

Cllr Abbiss felt that the PC should ‘step back’ from this and leave it to a committee of interested parishioners to move forward. Chairman confirmed that this had always been the intention.

13.
School field drainage:
Nothing further received. Wait for school to re-open and Cllr Abbiss offered to speak to the Head regarding this.

14.
ALC report:
Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest as ALC Chairman.

Cllr Abbiss gave a brief report on the ‘Roles and Procedures’ training sessions she had attended. Clerk had the notes to copy for her information.

Training – Community Action 8th September: Cllrs Parson, Griffiths, Hamilton-Russell and Shineton will attend.

15.
Shropshire Councillor’s report:
Clerk distributed Cllr Shineton’s report of the meeting with Chris Edwards and this was read out at the meeting.

S. Cllr Butler gave a brief report and offered to obtain a map of the Parish for use of the Parish Plan group and would be happy to attend meetings for ‘open debate’.

Council Tax – no plans for an increase next year.

Wages – brief details given regarding this.

Cleobury Mortimer Medical Centre – public meeting 8th September at 7pm.

Charter – under review – meeting with Clerks tomorrow.
16.
Items for next agenda:
Diamond Jubilee mugs.

Shop

Road name signs

17.
Date of next meeting:–

26th September 2011 – Cllrs Parson and Walsh both gave apologies for this meeting.
Newsletter deadline is 12 noon 25th September.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.

CHEQUES WRITTEN:

Mrs F Morris – salary - £xxx

Mrs F Morris – expenses - £61.54

HMRC PAYE - £552.72

Willowdene Resources - £696.00

Wicksteed Leisure - £85.20

Mazars - £162.00
Signed: Chairman




Date:
These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting on 25th September 2011.
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