

Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 16th September 2013 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), S Steed, M Evans, R Abbiss, H Barratt,               A Millington, D Young.
Cllr Abbiss was elected as Chairman under item 1 on the agenda.
Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 12 (Apologies received from Jo Voice)
0)
Public participation:

Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked if anyone had any other problem to raise with the PC other than the school which he guessed the parishioners had come to talk about. NO.
Mrs Jones (Head teacher) had circulated fact sheets for the reason behind the community use restriction and talked about this. Mrs Jones confirmed that the school would support any initiative the PC had.
Dr Matt Home (Vice-Chair of Governors) followed on with praise for the school and playgroup and stated that both were essential to keep the community going. He went on to say that there is a small play area at Chorley and that he had contacted Mr Watkins the landowner of the piece of land at the rear of Glebe Drive but the Church would have a role to play in this by allowing access into the field for maintenance etc.
Chairman confirmed that all attempts to find suitable land had failed and Mr Watkins had written to the PC refusing sale/lease at any time and requested not to be contacted again regarding this land.

Numerous questions were asked and comments made and the debate became very heated.
Mrs Jones confirmed that a whiteboard would be put up and will be updated giving times when the field is available for School/Playgroup/Community use.

An ‘open meeting’ inviting landowners to come along and discuss the possibility of sale/lease of some land was suggested. All landowners had been contacted and all refused the request to sell/lease land – without this there is nothing the PC can do.

Cllr Barratt pointed out that Councillors spoke for all parishioners in the community and put their views forward to the PC and that the school was part of the community not ‘the community’.

The Chairman stressed numerous times that no one was against the Playgroup or School but just required some give and take.

Chairman called parishioners time to a close and opened the PC meeting at 8.15pm

1)
Election of Chairman following resignation of current Chairman:
Clerk read out the letter of resignation from Chairman Cllr Hamilton-Russell. Cllr Barratt proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman for all he had done.

Nominations for Chairman were taken:

Cllr Barratt nominated Cllr Abbiss, seconded by Cllr Young. Cllr Hamilton-Russell nominated Cllr Barratt, seconded by Cllr Steed.
After discussions Cllr Barratt declined the nomination and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Abbiss be elected as Chairman.

As Cllr Abbiss was the current Vice Chairman it was RESOLVED that Cllr Barratt be elected as Vice Chairman.
2)
Signing of Declaration of acceptance of office of new Chairman:
Declarations were signed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman and witnessed by the Clerk.

3)
Apologies for absence:
Cllr T Casswell (personal reasons), Unitary Cllrs M Shineton (previous meeting but would try to attend later), G Butler (holiday). It was RESOLVED to accept these apologies.

4)
Declaration of Interests

The Localism Act 2011, Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer.

None declared.

5)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 19th August 2013:

These were proposed as a true record and RESOLVED that they be signed by the Chairman.

6)
Matters Arising from the minutes:
(a)  Progress report from Clerk:
Website:

Clerk has updated the website and has checked with SC why the Members Interest declaration forms are not included via the link. Clerk has been assured that all papers have been received and have been updated but for some reason they do not appear following the link. The problem has been referred to the IT Dept.

Kerb at lay-by/damaged slab at Glebe Drive:

This work has now been carried out.

Hedge at Rays Farm has now been cut and Clerk is chasing SC to repair the potholes although it is thought that they might have repaired some but the road is still very rough!

Prescott Bridge now open.

Bus shelter grant/school bus:

No further information has been received – Clerk will ask again for feedback.

Bus shelter repair – Glebe Drive:

Clerk had spoken to Tobi Phillips today and he will carry out this work a.s.a.p.

No responses received regarding speeding tractors following letters sent out.

(b) Responses received re: School field/community use/ Open meeting:
Clerk confirmed that she had talked to the Insurance Company regarding the field who confirmed that the PC could take out a written agreement with the School for community use confirming who was responsible for what and then this would then be covered by the PC insurance. Any damage caused should be funded by whoever was responsible.
It was RESOLVED that the proposed ‘open meeting’ should not go ahead following the debates earlier but it was also resolved that a meeting with a small group (2 reps each from Church, Governors, PC) meet with Mr Watkins to discuss a way forward regarding the land at the rear of Glebe Drive and a letter should be sent by the Clerk to the Church and Governors regarding this.

(c) Hedge near Rays Farm:
Dealt with earlier.

(d) SC – confirmation that potholes will be filled before white lining commences.
(e)Any other matters arising:
None.

7)
Planning applications: 

a) Reference:  13/03265/FUL (validated: 20/08/2013)

Address:  The Crest, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PP

Proposal:  Erection of part two storey and part single storey extension to rear elevation

Applicant: Mr Tom Casswell

It was RESOLVED to fully support these plans as this was only a small extension on a small house.

b) Reference:  13/03269/FUL (validated: 22/08/2013)

Address:  Lower Chorley Farm, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PP

Proposal:  Erection of a building for use as workshop and oak frame assembly area

Applicant: Mr Norman Jones

It was RESOLVED to fully support these plans for a local business.
c) Any others received after issue of the agenda:
No other plans received.

d) Planning permissions/refusals:

Reference:  13/02664/FUL (validated: 17/07/2013)

Address:  Cox’s Barn, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, DY14 8LS

Proposal:  Erection of two storey extension to garage; raise the roof level of the garage by 900mm, and extend the garage back by 3600mm, in order to create a larger bathroom with more head room and to allow for an internal staircase

Decision:  Grant Permission

8)
SALC report:
Chairman reported the following:
· Area Committee training/AGM very successful at Highley with a lot of information given but more in depth training is needed.
· Bulletin sent out this week contains documents regarding School Nurses and the Police & Crime Commissioner Draft Community Involvement Strategy – Clerk suggested Cllrs look at this for completion at next meeting.

· Training - Insurance and Budgets and Precepts.

· Liaison meting arranged with SC and SALC Executive for 2nd October with portfolio holders Lee Brockhurst and David Williams.

· Cllr Abbiss nominated again as Area Committee Chairman.

· Staff member Di Dorrell has proved an excellent recruitment.

· More members joined SALC.

9)
Unitary Councillor’s report:
No report available.

10)
Financial matters:
a) Outstanding payments: Clerks fees/expenses:

Expenses - £138.45 (includes £78 half yearly working from home payment)

Mrs F Morris – October fees - £xxx

HMRC PAYE - £138.45

 SALC training account: - not received.

Confirmation that Loan payment will be taken from bank account on 8th October.

Any others received after issue of the agenda – none.

It was RESOLVED to pay these accounts and signatories were instructed to sign cheques. 
b) Income since last meeting - 39p interest
c) Bank statement – Clerk produced bank account and bank reconciliation which all agreed. Chairman initialled both.
d) To consider purchasing the New Cllrs Guide @ £2 each. RESOLVED to purchase 12 of these.
e) Clerk asked the PC to purchase the new book produced by the Solicitor from NALC ‘Local Councils explained’ at a cost of £50 – RESOLVED that this is purchased.

11)
Parish matters/problems:
 a) Parish problems:
No problems reported other than those previously notified to SC.

b) Parish Watch:
Cllr Hamilton-Russell reported that on speaking to Matt Home tonight he was pleased with the excellent response from the Police and in catching those involved with stealing his trailer.
Bogus callers appear to be a problem and it was suggested adding this into the newsletter.
Clerk reported vehicle which appeared to be suspicious at Chorley - details fed into Police.
12)
Correspondence:  

Emails forwarded:

ROAD CLOSURES

a)  Brookland to Well Farm junction, Farlow (Section 50m either side of Farlow Bridge) 14 October 2013 – 2 Weeks – Bridge Repairs

b) Road to be closed:                                          Lower Woodend jct to Six Ashes jct with B4363

Date and duration:                                             28th October 2013 for 1 day (08:00hrs to 16:00hrs)

Purpose:                                                               To allow BT customer fault repair

Applicant:                                                             A Plant Lux
SC – Speeding restrictions, Chorley. Clerk had received a call from Alice Dilly asking where it was thought best to put the speed counters. Clerk asked for one either end of the village but they normally only provide one due to cost. Alice was going to have a look where she thought best and come back to Clerk but no response has been received.
Tractors appearing to be driving at high speeds are still causing concern and it was suggested that the PC ask the NFU for braking/stopping distances for these vehicles. Clerk will contact NFU.

RSN – Rural Vulnerability Service Broadband - noted.
RSN – Evidence about your local area – noted.
SC – Complaint received re: parking in recycling lay by at Stottesdon. This had been received by SC as anonymous and they had contacted Clerk who confirmed that an item will be put in the newsletter. It was confirmed that there are often 1 or 2 vehicles parked there so for anyone wanting to use the recycling banks they have to park on the roadside. Will wait and see if cars are moved once newsletter goes out.
SALC - Training events: Insurance on Thursday 19th September (Clerk and Chairman hope to attend) and Budgets and Precepts on Thursday 24th October. Clerk will also let Cllr Evans know when the Fundamentals for Councillors will be held again.
SALC – Draft Community Engagement Strategy Consultation from West Mercia Police – next meeting.
Electoral Roll amendments – noted.
Any others received after the issue of the agenda – all noted.
SALC Information Bulletin

RSN Newsletter

SC (Claire Evans) – Join the conversation – Public events

RSN – Rural Vulnerability - Fuel Poverty

Historic Towns Forum newsletter

P Dunn, MP update

Alison Tudor - Rural Hub newsletter

13)
Items for next agenda:
Play area provision update.

14)
Date of next meeting:

 21st October 2013

15)
Update: Car parking/playing field:
Due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed under item 15 the public and press shall be excluded under s1 (2) Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended
No further information received.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Cheques written:

Mrs F Morris – expenses - £138.45 (includes £78 half yearly working from home payment)

Mrs F Morris – October fees - £xxx

HMRC PAYE - £138.45

These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting on 21st October 2013.
Signed:  Chairman
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